A Harmony Study Guide for the Life of Jesus Christ

Volume One - Birth to The Sermon on the Mount
by Nathan Adams

INTRODUCTION
After Jesus told Philip, “Follow Me,” he went and found a man named Nathaniel. Philip told him that he
had found the Messiah and His name was Jesus of Nazareth. Many people know what Nathaniel said in
response, yet many do not understand why he said it. Nathaniel responded, “Can any good thing come
out of Nazareth?” He was not necessarily being derogatory toward the Nazarenes. Nathaniel knew his
Old Testament and understood that Nazareth was not included in the prophecies concerning the Messiah.
He did not know that Jesus was actually born in Bethlehem as prophesied. Philip may not have known
this either, but he believed because of what he had seen in Jesus. Therefore, he simply told Nathaniel,
“Come and see.” Let your seeing the man change you like it changed me. Nathaniel did come to Jesus
and he did see the Lord’s power of knowing the secrets of men. He responded to what he saw by saying,
“Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” Jesus answered his statement by making it
clear that Nathaniel had not seen anything regarding the power what Jesus was going to do in the future.
(John 1:43-51)
The Bible, especially the gospel accounts, is also that same invitation to “come and see” Jesus and His
power. Truly seeing the Lord will have a profound impact upon your life as it did on Nathaniel’s, Philip’s,
and countless millions of others. While we cannot walk over like Nathaniel and see Jesus, we can still
see Him as He is clearly shown in God’s word, the Bible. It behooves us to spend much time in this study
of seeing our Lord. It is through this means that we can say as Thomas after He saw the resurrected
Jesus, “My Lord and My God.” (John 20:28)
If we studied the life of Christ with every moment God has given us on this earth, it would be time best
spent. Even with that much effort, we would not discover the whole depth of His actions and teachings.
Any discussion of Jesus the Christ is a discussion about the infinite God. Therefore, the whole will always
be beyond finite man. Throughout this study, I have no doubt that I will hear myself say, “I do not know” to
some of your questions because God has not revealed the answer to us in His word or I do not yet have
the depth of understanding. Moses told the Israelites by inspiration of the Spirit, “The secret things
belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may
observe all the words of the law” (Deuteronomy 29:29). We must accept the reality that there are many
things that we do not know and that belong only to God. We will endeavor though, to learn that which He
has revealed in order to find the answers given and by that knowledge, live more faithful to Him.
We should want to know all we can about the life of Jesus, because that life, death, burial, and
resurrection provides an alternative to our lostness in judgment. One must never forget that the judgment
of God is THE (not a) reason that Jesus came, lived, died, and rose. The reality of all mankind standing
in a lost condition before the judgment seat of God aroused the love and mercy of God on our behalf to
give His only begotten Son. It is only through Jesus, that God will be able to save mankind in that final
day.
In our efforts to know God, we must accept the reality that the life of Jesus on this earth was God’s way of
allowing us to know Him better. Jesus told Philip that to see Him was to see the Father in heaven (John
14:9). It is impossible for you to know God and be ignorant of the life, teachings, and character of Jesus
the Christ. That is why I believe this detailed study of the life of our Lord and Savior is so important for us
to undertake. He is the “exact representation” of God’s nature (Hebrews 1:3) and you cannot see Him
anywhere except in God’s word.
Knowing the life of our Lord will also provide us a standard by which our lives are measured. Hebrews
4:15 states that Jesus understands our struggles in this life because He was tempted in the same way as
we are, yet without sin. Jesus’ life puts our life circumstances into a proper perspective.
•

When I am wronged, I see the innocent Son of God beaten and crucified, yet saying, “Father
forgive them…”

•

As selfishness seeks to take control of my life, I am reminded of Jesus denying self to take up His
cross in Gethsemane by saying, “not My will, but Yours…”
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•

When I am consumed with having more, Jesus shows me that the God who created the universe
came to this earth and did not even have a place to lay His head.

These are just a few examples of how the life of Jesus shows me the vast distance I am from being what I
need and want to be in Christ. Looking at His life amazes me and sets the absolute standard for my daily
living so that I can truly live worthy of the name “Christian” (Christ-like).
It is my hope and prayer that this study of the greatest life ever lived will strengthen your faith and help
you grow closer to the Savior. The only question for us to ask is, “Am I willing to accept who Jesus is?”
Many in His day, like the Pharisees and Sadducees, rejected Him because He was not the Messiah they
envisioned or wanted. Many today do the same when there is a clear demarkation between the life
people want to live and the life Jesus lived. In such situations, men reject who Jesus is in order to
continue to live as they desire. In this study, we must be willing to see the real Jesus and accept Him by
changing our lives in drastic ways to be like Him. Never forget, He is not a God of our making, we are a
people of His making. May God help us in this endeavor to better be His people.
Nathan Adams
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The Geography of the Gospel Accounts
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Palestine During Jesus’ Ministry

Galilee
Galilee was not only a sea, it was also a regional province just to the west of the Sea of Galilee. It
included Capernaum, Bethsaida, Chorazin, Magdala, Cana, and Nazareth. As is evidenced by this list of
towns, the vast majority of Jesus’ recorded life and ministry took place in this district.
In the Old Testament, Galilee was comprised of portions of the tribal areas of Naphtali, Zebulun, and
Asher. During the time of the kings, it was often a buffer between Israel and Syria. At the beginning of
the New Testament, the region was under the rule of Rome through Herod the Great (37-3 B.C.). At the
time of Jesus’ ministry it was ruled by Herod Antipas (4 B.C.- A.D. 39). According to Josephus, during this
time there were 240 cities and villages with 100,000 fighting men available in the Galilee region.
The area was known for its farming and fishing industries. These would factor prominently in the parables
and teachings of our Lord (Sowing, fishing, millstones, etc.).
It is interesting to note that eleven of the twelve disciples were from Galilee. Only Judas was from Judea.
Certainly the most prominent feature in this region is the Sea of Galilee. The sea is 13 miles long and 7.5
miles wide at its widest point. Its greatest depth is about 200 feet. It is known for its abundance of fish
and the regular storms that erupt upon it due to the collision of cold and warm air. Jesus demonstrated
his power over nature during one of these storms (Matthew 8:23-27).
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Judea
The word Judea simply means “land of the Jews.” It was the province ruled by the Romans that
encompassed what was previously the the area of the tribe of Judah. The first use in the Bible of this
area as a province was in Ezra 5:8. It is referred to as the “province of Judah,” a part of the Persian
Empire. Politically, the province would at times include Samaria, Idumea, and even Galilee. Jesus and
the New Testament writers tended to narrow the term to the areas surrounding the city of Jerusalem in
what was the lands of the original tribe of Judah and the old Southern Kingdom of Israel.
During the New Testament, it was a Roman province ruled at the beginning by Herod the Great (37-3
B.C.) and then by Herod Archelaus (3 B.C. - A.D. 6). After the removal of Archelaus, there was a series of
Roman governors call “procurators.” Pilate is the best known of these procurators. Later in the New
Testament it would be ruled briefly by Herod Agrippa I (A.D. 41-44) before God caused him to be eaten by
worms and die (Acts 12:20-23).
The geography is predominately rough and hilly. It is much more barren than the region of Galilee. There
is a distinct possibility that Jesus was tempted for 40 days in the wilderness area of Judea between
Jerusalem and the Dead Sea.
Judea was the religious and political center for the Jews because of Jerusalem and the temple. The rich
history and characteristics of the city of Jerusalem and the temple will be elaborated upon during this
study. Jesus’ interactions in this very volatile area would take place mostly during the feast times when
Jews from all over the world would converge on Jerusalem.

The Jordan Valley (Rift)
The most prominent feature of Jordan Valley or Rift is the Jordan River. It runs from Mount Hermon (10
miles north of the Sea of Galilee) to the Dead Sea (65 miles south of the Sea of Galilee). The river drops
9 feet/mile on its course from 250 feet above sea level to 1,294 feet below sea level at the Dead Sea.
The valley is overgrown and thick with vegetation. During Biblical times there were boar and lions that
inhabited this region. It formed a strong defensive obstacle because of it steep banks and few natural
crossing places. As a result, these fords were the location of many battles.
This river has a rich Biblical heritage. The waters were parted by God on three occasions. First, allowing
the children of Israel to enter the promised land (Joshua 3:14-17). The second, by Elijah just before he
was taken to heaven in the whirlwind (2 Kings 2:8). The third, by Elisha when he returned from being with
Elijah as he was taken by God (2 Kings 2:14). Naaman would also have his leprosy removed by dipping
in the river seven times (2 Kings 5:1-14). In the New Testament, John the Baptist baptized in the river,
the most prominent of these baptisms was Jesus.
This rift was also the normal route that Jews took when traveling north and south in the region. They
traveled on the east side of the Jordan River to avoid going through the land of the Samaritans. Jesus
did not do this during His travels between Galilee and Judea.

Samaria
The region of Samaria was given its name from the city of Samaria which was the capital of the Northern
Kingdom of Israel from King Omri until its conquest by the Assyrians. The province encompassed most of
the southern areas of the old Northern Kingdom of Israel. During the ministry of Jesus, Samaria was
located between the provinces of Judea and Galilee.
The people living in this region were referred to as Samaritans. They claimed to be descendants of the
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, but the Jews stated that the Samaritans were foreigners brought in by
the Assyrians after they carried the inhabitants of the Northern Kingdom into captivity (2 Kings 17:24).
There was great animosity between the Jews and the Samaritans that began when the Jews refused to
allow the Samaritans to help them with the rebuilding of the temple after the captivity. This division would
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be cemented with the building of a temple by the Samaritans on Mount Gerizim (John 4:20). Alexander
the Great conquered the area and establish a colony for Macedonians at the city of Samaria. This
created a strong Hellenistic influence in the area. Samaria as a whole was subjugated by the Jews
during the time of the Maccabees (168-143 B.C.). In 63 B.C. the Romans “liberated” these Hellenistic
areas and recognized Samaria as separate from the predominately Jewish areas to the north (Galilee)
and south (Judea). This division continued to exist even within the united rule of all Palestine under
Herod the Great.
The animosity that existed between the Jews and Samaritans was clear in the gospel accounts of Jesus’
ministry. Jesus would use those attitudes to teach powerful lessons (e.g. The Parable of the Good
Samaritan). In many ways, the Lord broke from many societal mindsets regarding the Samaritans. He
traveled through Samaria as He journeyed between Jerusalem and Galilee. This behavior set the stage
for powerful moments in His ministry such as talking to the woman at the well (John 4) and His rebuking
of James and John for wanting to punish the rude Samaritan village (Luke 9:51-56). Jesus’ interaction
with and use of Samaritans in His teachings seem to be one of the clear indicators that the kingdom of
Heaven would not be exclusively for the Jews.

Institutions in the Life of Christ
Sanhedrin
The word “Sanhedrin” is a Greek word that means “place of those who sit together.” The Sanhedrin was
the supreme court for Jewish society from the time of the Persians through the destruction of Jerusalem.
It was comprised of seventy of the elite men in Jewish society and the current High Priest. It wielded both
political and religious power. In the New Testament, it was also referred to as the council. We know that
both Nicodemus (John 3:1) and Joseph of Arimithea (Mark 15:43) were members of the Sanhedrin.
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The Jews contended that the Sanhedrin had its historical origin in Numbers 11:15 when Moses appointed
70 elders to help with ruling the people. Yet, the form that we see in the New Testament does not seem to
conform with that group of elders. The New Testament Sanhedrin is first referenced by Josephus during
the time of Antiochus the Great (223-187 B.C.) during the Intertestamental Period.
At one point, Herod the Great was called before the Sanhedrin to defend his actions. He executed the 45
members of the council that opposed him. After Herod the Great, the Sanhedrin was limited in the reach
of its authority to only the lands of Judea.
In the New Testament, the Sanhedrin voted on Friday morning to put Jesus to death after the illegal trial
during the night before (Luke 22:66-71). Peter, John, and all the apostles would be tried by the Sanhedrin
in the book of Acts (Acts 4:5-22; 5:27-40). Stephen was stoned after the sermon he preached to these
men (Acts 6:12-7:60). Paul had the unique distinction of experiencing both sides of this council. He was
a student of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) who sat on the council (Acts 5:34) and as a young man seemed to
serve them (Acts 7:58). Paul’s statements to Agrippa II possibly indicates that he was at one point a
member of the council in that he cast his vote to put Christians to death (Acts 26:9-10). After his arrest in
the temple, Paul presented a defense before this group in Acts 23:1-10.

Synagogues
The word “synagogue” is very similar in nature to our word church. The “synagogue” in Jewish society
was a group of people (John 9:22,34; Acts 17:43). However, the building where they gathered was also
referred to as a synagogue (Luke 7:17). The name literally means to “to bring” or “to come together,
congregate.” This is much like the word “church” meaning to “call out”.
The Law of Moses in the Pentateuch never mentions the idea of a synagogue. The origins of
synagogues are not clearly known. Some believe that it may have naturally taken place during the
Babylonian captivity as Jews gathered together in small groups on the Sabbath and other special days.
The gathering of the exiles at the river Chebar in Ezekiel 1:1 could be considered a “synagogue.” We see
a similar gathering of Jews by a river outside of Philippi in Acts 16:13.
There are many different synagogues in many different cities mentioned in the New Testament. At the
time of the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70) there were 480 synagogues in Jerusalem alone and more
than 1,000 spread across the first century world.
The synagogue in Capernaum will be at the center of much of the ministry of Jesus.

Major Groups in the Life of Christ
Pharisees
The word “Pharisee” means “to separate”. It is
believed by some that the Pharisees originally
came out of the Hasidim movement during the
2nd century B.C.
The Hasidim resisted the
influence of the Greek world upon Jewish life.
Some in this group isolated (separated)
themselves from the nation and formed sects such
as the Essenes who lived isolated in the
wilderness. It is believed that John the Baptist
may have been an Essene and it is also the
Essenes from which the Dead Sea scrolls
originated. Other Hasidim did not go to such
extremes, but remained within mainstream society
calling for a close adherence to the Law of Moses.
These people are believed to have become the
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“Pharisee” means “to separate”
Believed in strict adherence to the Law
Rejected and opposed Greek influence
Some were good and some were evil
Condemned for their hypocrisy, pride,
and unrighteous judgment
• Only sect to survive the destruction of
Jerusalem
• The ancestor of the modern Orthodox
Jew
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first century Pharisees. According to Josephus the Pharisees were the leading sect in Jewish society
during the first century.
The Pharisees were devoted to a strict adherence to the Law of Moses (Acts 26:5). I believe that it is
important for us to understand that this call to strictly adhere to the Law of Moses was never condemned
by our Lord. Jesus condemned many of the actions of some Pharisees such as hypocrisy, pride,
unrighteous judgment, and binding laws that God did not. Strict adherence to the law was something
acknowledged and stated to be something that should have been done with proper attitudes (Matthew
23:23).
It would also be a mistake to characterize all Pharisees as evil or godless men. The New Testament
clearly shows that there were honest and faithful Pharisees. Nicodemus was a Pharisee that was honest
about the miracles that Jesus performed (John 3:2) and even sought to defend Him before his fellow
Pharisees (John 7:50-51). Gamaliel, who trained Paul, certainly seems to be a man of integrity and
wisdom who seemed to be undecided about Christianity (Acts 5:34-40). Paul proclaimed himself to have
been a Pharisee and a son of a Pharisee (Acts 23:6) Even though Paul did terrible things against
Christians, he did so honestly (Acts 23:1). He erroneously thought that he was serving God in those
actions. There were also Pharisees who became Christians according to Acts 15:5.
While members of this sect are the primary protagonists against Jesus, we must resist the urge to paint
them with a broad brush in such a way as to disregard those aspects that were not condemned in the
New Testament. In many ways, like the Pharisees, Christians are called to be “separate” from the world
(John 17:16; Romans 12:2) and to strictly adhere to the teachings of Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:17;
Matthew 7:21).
The modern Orthodox Jew is a descendant of the Pharisee philosophy.
survive the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.

They were the only sect to

Sadducees
The origin of the name Sadducee is debated. The
name is a form of the Hebrew word for “righteous”
and is similar to the word for “righteous ones.”
However, the Sadducees were not a group that
was given to the practice of righteousness.
Another explanation that goes all the way back to
the second century is that the name is derived
from Zadok. “Sadducee” would be the equivalent
of being a Zadokite or a “son of Zadok.” There are
two possibilities regarding the name.

Sadducee Summary
• Exact origin is unknown
• Occupied the High Priest office
throughout the New Testament
• Accepted Greek influence
• Did not believe in an afterlife or eternal
reward
• The wealthy aristocrats of Jewish
society
• Despised by the common Jewish people

First, Zadok was the High Priest during the time of
Solomon. He became High Priest after the High
Priest Abiathar supported Adonijah to be king
instead of Solomon. All High Priests from that
time until the captivity came from the lineage of
Zadok. When the Jews returned from captivity the line of Zadok resumed the High Priest role in
Jerusalem until permanently removed by Antiochus IV in 171 B.C. The Sadducees may have used the
name to make claim to the High Priesthood. All High Priests from the time of Herod the Great to the
destruction of Jerusalem were Sadducees (Acts 5:17).
Second, a rabbinic tradition references a Zadok in the second century who was a follower of Antigonus
Soko. He taught that a person should not look for a reward in the future life for service to God. This
certainly would be a natural foundation for the Sadducee’s denial of life after death (Matthew 22:23-33;
Acts 23:6-7).
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The Sadducees accepted the Greek ways of thinking. This may be why it is believed that the Pharisees
and Sadducees originated at about same time. They may have been the natural adversarial result of the
battle over Greek influence in Judaism.
Since the Sadducees were willing to compromise and cooperate with outside people who were in power,
they become a powerful political group in Judea. They tended to be very wealthy and considered the elite
of society. The masses of Jews despised the Sadducees for their collaboration with the Romans.
Josephus referred to the laws of the Sadducees as being “heartless” and “savage”. They did whatever
was needed to hold to their power. This mentality was the impetus for their hatred of Jesus and His
popularity among the people. They could only consider Him a threat that needed to be eliminated.

Scribes
This title meant different things in the Bible times.
In the New Testament, the Jewish scribe was a
scholar of the Law of Moses. These men were
responsible for maintaining, recording, and
interpreting the text of the Torah. They are also
referred to as lawyers (Matthew 22:35; Mark
12:28) because they taught people how to apply
the law through their interpretations.
All the
groups/sects in Jewish society had scribes, but
most scribes were Pharisees. This was probably
due to the Pharisees strong emphasis on strict
adherence to the text of the Law of Moses.

Scribe Summary
• The scholars of the Law of Moses
• Most were Pharisees
• Preserved, interpreted, and applied the
Law of Moses

These men were required to spend years studying in close proximity to their Rabbi. This training involved
various schools. Often these schools argued the interpretation of certain scriptures. In the first century,
the schools of Shammai and Hillel were opposing each other’s interpretations. We see Jesus dealing
with the various interpretations by these schools of Deuteronomy 24:1 during His discourse concerning
divorce and remarriage in Matthew 19:1-12. The men who trained in these schools were not allowed to
have the official title of scribe until they were forty years old.
This group does not receive the focus that the Sadducees and Pharisees received. The reason for this
may be that they are not a group separate from these two, but instead are a part of them and often
identified with them. However, Jesus did specify them as a group in the “woes” that He pronounced in
Matthew 23.

“The Fullness of Time”
Prophecy
Jesus is prophesied about more than any other individual in the Bible. There are over 300 prophecies
about Jesus in the Old Testament. These prophecies are at times incredibly detailed and always
accurate. The odds are mostly impossible for even one prophecy concerning Christ coming true
hundreds of years after being recorded. This makes the fact that He fulfilled over 300 prophecies one of
the greatest proofs concerning the identity of Jesus. As we examine His life, we will take note of the
many prophecies that the New Testament identifies as being fulfilled in the life of Jesus.

God’s Hand in Preparing the World for the Christ
Paul told the Galatians, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5) The “fullness of the time” is a clear statement of God’s
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hand in the preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ. The fullness, fulfilled nature, or completeness of
God’s work can be seen in both prophecy and history. When the 300+ prophecies concerning Christ were
fulfilled, their purpose of demonstrating that Jesus was the Messiah was completed in their fulfillment.
The “fullness of the time” can also be seen in the work of God in the nations of the world. Much of the
book of Daniel was prophecies concerning the nations leading up to the life of Jesus and the first century.
The most well known of these is Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the great image in Daniel 2. Every great
empire from that moment till the coming of Christ was mentioned in the proper chronological order. Each
of those empires contributed to the world in ways that aided the coming of the kingdom of heaven through
Jesus Christ.
It is prophecies such as Daniel 2 and the 70 Weeks prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 that created the “state of
expectation” (Luke 3:15) among Jews concerning the Christ. The people during Jesus’ life knew that it
was the prophesied time for the Messiah to come and they were anxiously looking for him to arrive. They
had read these prophecies and accurately interpreted them and knew that it was the historical time for the
Christ to come. God had prepared the people through prophecy for the coming of the Messiah.

Things to Remember in this Study
•

This harmony was created in order to bring all the information in the four gospel accounts into
one place that is easy to read. It also gives us a general idea of the chronological order of events
in the life of Jesus that is sometimes hard to determine across the accounts. However, some of
the chronology of the harmony is a matter of the author’s opinion based on the study of the text.
The harmony at times will sometimes not effectively show some of the context in the original text.
Therefore, it cannot replace the study of the gospel accounts as originally written.

•

As with any Bible study, each student should have open eyes, ears, and hearts that they might
learn the truth of about Jesus (Matthew 13:14-16). There may be times in our study where a
proper understanding of the text will challenge long held ideas. At such times, the true student of
the Bible and disciple of Christ must be willing to conform to that which is an accurate and clear
understanding of the truth. To fail to do this is to make the same mistakes that the Jews made in
rejecting Jesus because He did not conform to their own ideas of the Messiah.

•

The Gospel accounts can never be separated from the remainder of the New Testament, nor can
they be separated from the Old Testament upon which they have their foundation and proof. I
believe because of that reality, our study will reference every book in the Bible as we seek to
understand the life and teachings of our Lord.

•

Throughout the preparation for this class, I have had to revise parts of this book because of
information I found during my continued study. Therefore, I am certain that there may be times
during our study that I point out a continued need for revisions to this study guide.

•

Pray for this study and for the personal strength to learn and apply to our lives the lessons found
in God’s word that we might walk in a manner that is worthy of the Christ that lived, died, and rose
for each of us (Colossians 1:9-12).

“This Attitude” Study Challenge
In Philippians 2:5-7 Paul commands us to have “this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.”
The gospel accounts are the ultimate elaboration on this attitude that was in Christ and should be in His
disciples. It is a humble (i.e. others before self) attitude. In your studies, I challenge you to take note of
every instance of this attitude in teaching, example, or principle.
It is the dominating and
foundational principle of the life of Christ.
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The Beginning of the Gospel
Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

To Compile an Account
Luke 1:1-4

Lesson Notes

What are some theories concerning the identity of Theophilus?

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an
account of the things accomplished among us,
just as they were handed down to us by those
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and
servants of the word, it seemed fitting for me as
well, having investigated everything carefully from
the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive
order, most excellent Theophilus; so that you may
know the exact truth about the things you have
been taught.

The Word
John 1:1-5, 9-14, 16-18

Lesson Notes

List the 6 characteristics of the Word:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being
through Him, and apart from Him nothing came
into being that has come into being.
In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.
The Light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not comprehend it.
There was the true Light which, coming into the
world, enlightens every man. He was in the world,
and the world was made through Him, and the
world did not know Him. He came to His own, and
those who were His own did not receive Him. But
as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, even to those
who believe in His name, who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.

List three ways in which a person cannot be born of God:

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us,
and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

What does it mean to be “the only begotten of the Father”?

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace
upon grace. For the Law was given through
Moses; grace and truth were realized through
Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time;
the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has explained Him.
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The Genealogies of Joseph
Matthew 1:1-17
The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham:
Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of
Judah and his brothers.
Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez was the father of Hezron, and
Hezron the father of Ram.
Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the
father of Salmon.
Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and
Obed the father of Jesse.
Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba
who had been the wife of Uriah.
Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the
father of Asa.
Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the
father of Uzziah.
Uzziah was the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of
Hezekiah.
Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the
father of Josiah.
Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to
Babylon.
After the deportation to Babylon: Jeconiah became the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel
the father of Zerubbabel.
Zerubbabel was the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father
of Azor.
Azor was the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud.
Eliud was the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of
Jacob.
Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is
called the Messiah.
So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; from David to the deportation to
Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.

The Genealogies of Mary
Luke 3:23-38
When He began His ministry, Jesus Himself was about thirty years of age, being, as was supposed, the
son of Joseph, the son of Eli, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the
son of Joseph, the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Hesli, the son of
Naggai, the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda,
the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, the son
of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, the son of Joshua, the
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son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Simeon, the son of Judah,
the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of
Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the

Joseph and Mary Genealogical Timeline
Joseph

Mary

Jacob
Matthan
Eleazar
Eliud
Achim
Zadok
Azor
Eliakim
Abihud
Zerubbabel
Shealtiel
Babylonian
Captivity

Jeconiah (K)
Josiah (K)
Amon (K)
Manasseh (K)
Hezekiah (K)
Ahaz (K)
Jotham (K)
Uzziah (K)
Joram (K)
Jehoshaphat (K)
Asa (K)
Abijah (K)
Rehoboam (K)
Solomon (K)

Reb

uilt t
he T
e mp

Eli
Matthat
Levi
Melchi
Jannai
Joseph
Mattathias
Semein
Josech
Joda
Joanan
Rhesa

le

Zerubbabel
Shealtiel

Jehoahaz
Jehoiakim

Neri
Melchi
Addi
Cosam
Elmadam
Er
Joshua
Eliezer
Jorim
Matthat
Levi
Simeon
Judah
Joseph
Jonam
Eliakim
Melea
Menna
Mattatha
Nathan

Ahaziah
Joash
Amaziah

Babylonian
Captivity?

David
Jesse - Obed - Boaz - Salmon - Nahshon - Amminadab - Admin - Ram - Hezron - Perez
Judah - Jacob - Isaac - Abraham - Terah - Nahor
Serug - Reu - Peleg - Heber - Shelah - Cainan - Arphaxad - Shem - Noah
Lamech - Methuselah - Enoch - Jared - Mahaleel - Cainan - Enosh - Seth - Adam - God
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son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Ram, the son of
Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the
son of Terah, the son of Nahor, the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Heber, the
son of Shelah, the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of
Lamech, the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of
Cainan, the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

Announcement of John’s Birth
Luke 1:5-25

Lesson Notes
How was John described by Gabriel?

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a
priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah;
and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth. They were both
righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly
in all the commandments and requirements of the
Lord. But they had no child, because Elizabeth
was barren, and they were both advanced in
years.
Now it happened that while he was performing his
priestly service before God in the appointed order
of his division, according to the custom of the
priestly office, he was chosen by lot to enter the
temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the
whole multitude of the people were in prayer
outside at the hour of the incense offering. And an
angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the
right of the altar of incense. Zacharias was
troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped
him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you
will give him the name John. You will have joy
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.
For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he
will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.
And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.
It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.”
Zacharias said to the angel, “How will I know this for certain? For I am an old man and my wife is
advanced in years.” The angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of
God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. And behold, you shall be
silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place, because you did not believe my
words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.”
The people were waiting for Zacharias, and were wondering at his delay in the temple. But when he came
out, he was unable to speak to them; and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he
kept making signs to them, and remained mute. When the days of his priestly service were ended, he
went back home.
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After these days Elizabeth his wife became
pregnant, and she kept herself in seclusion for five
months, saying, “This is the way the Lord has
dealt with me in the days when He looked with
favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among
men.”

Lesson Notes
Provide observations concerning Gabriel as he spoke to Zacharias
and Mary:

The Announcement of Jesus’ Birth
Luke 1:26-38
Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the
virgin’s name was Mary. And coming in, he said to
her, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” But she was very perplexed at this
statement, and kept pondering what kind of
salutation this was. The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel answered and said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for
that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God. And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has
also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. For
nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Joseph’s Vision and Decision
Matthew 1:18-25

Lesson Notes

What did it mean for Joseph to “send her away secretly”?

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows:
when His mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found
to be with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her
husband, being a righteous man and not wanting
to disgrace her, planned to send her away
secretly. But when he had considered this,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who
has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”
Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Behold, the virgin
shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means,
“God with us.” And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and
took Mary as his wife, but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.
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Mary Visits Elizabeth
Luke 1:39-56
Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of Judah, and entered the
house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her
womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. And she cried out with a loud voice and said,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And how has it happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord would come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my
ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what had been spoken to her by the Lord.”
And Mary said: “My soul exalts the Lord, And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.
For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave; for behold, from this time
on all generations will count me blessed. For the Mighty One has done great things for
me; and holy is His name. And His mercy is upon generation after generation toward
those who fear Him. He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those
who were proud in the thoughts of their heart. He has brought down rulers from their
thrones, and has exalted those who were humble. He has filled the hungry with good
things; and sent away the rich empty-handed. He has given help to Israel His servant, in
remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his
descendants forever.”
And Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her home.

John the Baptist is Born
Luke 1:57-80
Now the time had come for Elizabeth to give birth, and she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and her
relatives heard that the Lord had displayed His great mercy toward her; and they were rejoicing with her.
And it happened that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to call him
Zacharias, after his father. But his mother answered and said, “No indeed; but he shall be called John.”
And they said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by that name.” And they made
signs to his father, as to what he wanted him called. And he asked for a tablet and wrote as follows, “His
name is John.” And they were all astonished. And at once his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed,
and he began to speak in praise of God. Fear came on all those living around them; and all these
matters were being talked about in all the hill country of Judea. All who heard them kept them in mind,
saying, “What then will this child turn out to be?” For the hand of the Lord was certainly with him.
And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished redemption
for His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His
servant— as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old— Salvation from
our enemies, and from the hand of all who hate us; to show mercy toward our fathers,
and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to Abraham our father, to
grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without
fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days. And you, child, will be called
the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to
give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, because of
the tender mercy of our God, With which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, to shine
upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of
peace.”
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And the child continued to grow and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the day of
his public appearance to Israel.

The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-7

Joseph and Mary’s Journey to Bethlehem

Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited
earth. This was the first census taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. And everyone was on his
way to register for the census, each to his own city.
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
family of David, in order to register along with Mary,
who was engaged to him, and was with child. While
they were there, the days were completed for her to
give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son;
and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn.

The Shepherds Visit
Luke 2:8-20
In the same region there were some shepherds
staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them; and they were terribly frightened. But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold,
I bring you good news of great joy which will be for
all the people; for today in the city of David there has
been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Lesson Notes
This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
What are some considerations from the text for the date of
these events?
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” And
suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory
to God in the highest, And on earth peace among
men with whom He is pleased.”
When the angels had gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another,
“Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this
thing that has happened which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they came in a hurry and found their
way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in
the manger. When they had seen this, they made
known the statement which had been told them about
this Child. And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary
treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising
God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.

“Come and See” Study Guide

7

Birth to Sermon on the Mount

Presentation of Jesus at the Temple
Luke 2:21-38
And when eight days had passed, before His
circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before He was
conceived in the womb.

Lesson Notes

What did the Old Law command concerning the circumcision of a
first born male child?

And when the days for their purification according
to the law of Moses were completed, they brought
Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male that opens the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice
according to what was said in the Law of the Lord,
“A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon; and this man was righteous and
devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and
the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, then
he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and
said, “Now Lord, You are releasing Your bondservant to depart in peace, according to Your
word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation,
which You have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, a Light of revelation to the Gentiles, and
the glory of Your people Israel.”

Lesson Notes

Provide observations concerning Simeon’s statement to Mary:

And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him.
And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and
rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed—and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the
end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years and had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then as a widow to the age of
eighty-four. She never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers. At that very
moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

The Magi Visit
Matthew 2:1-12
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east
arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in
the east and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has
been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, Are by no means least among the
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leaders of Judah; For out of you shall come forth a
Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ”

Lesson Notes
What are some inaccuracies based on the text concerning the visit

of the wise men as commonly thought?
Then Herod secretly called the magi and
determined from them the exact time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and
said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; and
when you have found Him, report to me, so that I
too may come and worship Him.” After hearing
the king, they went their way; and the star, which
they had seen in the east, went on before them
until it came and stood over the place where the
Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. After coming into the
house they saw the Child with Mary His mother;
and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him.
Then, opening their treasures, they presented to
Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to
Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way.

Jesus’ Flight Into Egypt

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus Flee to Egypt
Matthew 2:13-17
Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up!
Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to
search for the Child to destroy Him.”
So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. He
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”
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Herod Kills the Children
Matthew 2:16-18
Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and slew
all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to
the time which he had determined from the magi. Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet was fulfilled: “A voice was heard in Ramah, Weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for
her children; And she refused to be comforted, Because they were no more.”

Herod’s Family - A Family Legacy of Evil
Herod the Great
Ruled Palestine
37 B.C - 3 B.C.
Luke 1:5
Killed the Children Looking for Jesus

Archelaus
Ruled Judea
4 B.C. - A.D. 6
Matthew 2:22

Herod Antipas (Tetrarch)
Ruled Galilee & Perea
4 B.C. - A.D. 39
Killed John the Baptist (Lk. 9:9)
Mocked Jesus (Lk. 23:8-11)

Philip the Tetrarch
Ruled Ituraea & Trachonitus
4 B.C. - A.D. 34
Divorced by Herodias (Mk. 6:17-18)

Agrippa I
Ruled Palestine
A.D. 37 - 44
Killed James (Acts 12:2)
Eaten by Worms (Acts 12:23)

Agrippa II
Ruled Palestine
A.D. 50-100
Listened to Paul Preach (Acts 25-26)
The Herodian line ended with Agrippa II who had no children.

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus Return to Nazareth
Matthew 2:19-23; Luke 2:39-40
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said,
“Get up, take the Child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life
are dead.” So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when
he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee,
When they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own city of Nazareth and lived there. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets: “He shall
be called a Nazarene.”
The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon
Him.
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Jesus Attends His First Passover
Luke 2:41-52

Lesson Notes
For a Jewish boy, what significant events came at 12 years old?

Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at
the Feast of the Passover. And when He became
twelve, they went up there according to the
custom of the Feast; and as they were returning,
after spending the full number of days, the boy
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. But His
parents were unaware of it, but supposed Him to
be in the caravan, and went a day’s journey; and
they began looking for Him among their relatives
and acquaintances. When they did not find Him,
they returned to Jerusalem looking for Him. Then,
after three days they found Him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening
to them and asking them questions. And all who
heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. When they saw Him, they were
astonished; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father and
I have been anxiously looking for You.” And He said to them, “Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did
you not know that I had to be in My Father’s house?” But they did not understand the statement which
He had made to them. And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in
subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

John the Baptist’s Preaching
Matthew 3:1-12; Mark 1:1-8; Luke 3:1-18; John 1:6-8
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, there came a man
sent from God, whose name was John.
John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and
wild honey.
He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the
Light, but he came to testify about the Light.
Now in those days the word of God came to John the Baptist, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness.
And he came preaching in the wilderness of Judea and all the district around the Jordan, preaching a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the
prophet when he said,

Lesson Notes
According to Isaiah, what is John prophesied to accomplish?

“Behold, I send My messenger ahead of
You, who will prepare Your way; The voice
of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make
ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths
straight!’ Every ravine will be filled, And
every mountain and hill will be brought
low; The crooked will become straight,
And the rough roads smooth; and all flesh
will see the salvation of God.’ ”
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And all the country of Judea was going out to him,
and all the people of Jerusalem and all the district
around the Jordan; and they were being baptized
by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed
their sins.

Lesson Notes
What is meant by “bear fruit in keeping with repentance”?

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them
and to the crowds, “You brood of vipers, who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;
and do not suppose that you can say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I
say to you that from these stones God is able to
raise up children to Abraham. The axe is already
laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.
And the crowds were questioning him, saying, “Then what shall we do?” And he would answer and say to
them, “The man who has two tunics is to share with him who has none; and he who has food is to do
likewise.” And some tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher, what shall
we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than what you have been ordered to.” Some soldiers
were questioning him, saying, “And what about us, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not take
money from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your wages.”

John’s Baptizing

Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering in their hearts about John, as
to whether he was the Christ, John answered and
said to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with
The Ministry of John the Baptist
water for repentance, but He who is coming after
me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop
down to remove or untie the thong of His sandals;
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will
thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will
?
gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
So with many other exhortations he preached the
gospel to the people.

The Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-13; Luke
3:21-22

Possible
Wilderness
Locations

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I
have need to be baptized by You, and do You
come to me?” But Jesus answering said to him,
“PERMIT IT AT THIS TIME; FOR IN THIS WAY IT IS
FITTING FOR US TO FULFILL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
Then he permitted Him. Now when all the people
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were baptized, Jesus was also baptized by John in the Jordan. Jesus came up immediately from the
water and while He was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily
form like a dove and lighting on Him, and a voice came out of heaven: “YOU ARE MY BELOVED SON, IN YOU
I AM WELL-PLEASED.”

The Temptations in the Wilderness
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13
Immediately, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned
from the Jordan and was led around by the Spirit
in the wilderness with the wild beasts for forty
days, being tempted by the devil and the angels
were ministering to Him. And after He had fasted
forty days and forty nights, He then became
hungry. And the tempter said to Him, “If You are
the Son of God, command this stone to become
bread.” And Jesus answered him, “IT IS WRITTEN,
‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON

Lesson Notes

Does the text demonstrate that Jesus was tempted more than three
times? Explain your answer.

EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH
OF GOD’ ”

Then the devil took Him into the holy city Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple,
and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; for it is written, ‘He will
command His angels concerning You to guard You,’ and, ‘On their hands they will bear You up, So that
You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’ ” And Jesus answered and said to him, “ON THE OTHER HAND,
IT IS WRITTEN, ‘YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.’ ”
Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their
glory in a moment of time. And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has
been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. Therefore if You fall down and worship before
me, it shall all be Yours.” Jesus answered him, “Go Satan! For it is written,‘You shall worship the Lord
your God and serve Him only.’ ”
Then the devil left Him when the devil had finished every temptation, he left Him until an opportune time
and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.

John the Baptist Proclaims Jesus as the Lamb of God
John 1:15,19-34
John testified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has
a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ ”
This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
“Who are you?” And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” They asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”
Then they said to him, “Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you
say about yourself?” He said, “I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the
Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said.”
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, and said to him, “Why then are you
baptizing, if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them saying, “I baptize in
water, but among you stands One whom you do not know. It is He who comes after me, the thong of
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where
John was baptizing.
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The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and
Lesson Notes
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away
Did John know that Jesus was the Christ before he baptized Him?
the sin of the world! “This is He on behalf of whom
Explain your answer.
I said, ‘After me comes a Man who has a higher
rank than I, for He existed before me.’ I did not
recognize Him, but so that He might be
manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.”
John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit
descending as a dove out of heaven, and He
remained upon Him. I did not recognize Him, but
He who sent me to baptize in water said to me,
‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in
the Holy Spirit.’ I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

Jesus’ First Disciples
John 1:35-51
Lesson Notes
Again the next day John was standing with two of
How can we incorporate the actions of the first disciples of Jesus in
his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as He
this section of text into our work as Christians?
walked, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The
two disciples heard him speak, and they followed
Jesus. And Jesus turned and saw them following,
and said to them, “WHAT DO YOU SEEK?” They said
to Him, “Rabbi (which translated means Teacher),
where are You staying?” He said to them, “COME,
AND YOU WILL SEE.” So they came and saw where
He was staying; and they stayed with Him that
day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the
two who heard John speak and followed Him, was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He found first his
own brother Simon and said to him, “We have
found the Messiah” (which translated means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and
said, “YOU ARE SIMON THE SON OF JOHN; YOU SHALL BE CALLED CEPHAS” (which is translated Peter).
The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, “FOLLOW ME.”
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
“We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the
son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him,
“Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “BEHOLD, AN ISRAELITE INDEED, IN
WHOM THERE IS NO DECEIT!” Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to
him, “BEFORE PHILIP CALLED YOU, WHEN YOU WERE UNDER THE FIG TREE, I SAW YOU.” Nathanael answered
Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” Jesus answered and said to him,
“BECAUSE I SAID TO YOU THAT I SAW YOU UNDER THE FIG TREE, DO YOU BELIEVE? YOU WILL SEE GREATER
THINGS THAN THESE.” And He said to him, “TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, YOU WILL SEE THE HEAVENS OPENED
AND THE ANGELS OF GOD ASCENDING AND DESCENDING ON THE SON OF MAN.”

Wedding at Cana
John 2:1-11
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; and both
Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to
Him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “WOMAN, WHAT DOES THAT HAVE TO DO WITH US? MY
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HOUR HAS NOT YET COME.”

His mother said to the
Lesson Notes
servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” Now
John clearly did not record this event to teach concerning alcoholic
there were six stone waterpots set there for the
drink, what are some lessons based on the text?
Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or
thirty gallons each. Jesus said to them, “FILL THE
WATERPOTS WITH WATER.” So they filled them up to
the brim. And He said to them, “DRAW SOME OUT
NOW AND TAKE IT TO THE HEADWAITER.” So they
took it to him. When the headwaiter tasted the
water which had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (but the servants who had
drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the
bridegroom, and said to him, “Every man serves
the good wine first, and when the people have
drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.” This beginning
of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.

Jesus Goes from the Jordan to Cana to Capernaum

Area of John’s Baptizing
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First Visit to Capernaum
John 2:12
After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they
stayed there a few days.

Jesus Attends the Passover (1) & the First Cleansing of the Temple
John 2:13-22
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And He found in the temple those
who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. And He
made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables; and to those who were selling
the doves He said, “TAKE THESE THINGS AWAY; STOP MAKING MY FATHER’S HOUSE A PLACE OF BUSINESS.”
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house will consume me.” The Jews then said
to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?” Jesus answered them,
“DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP.” The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years
to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” But He was speaking of the temple of His
body. So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they
believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows All Men
John 2:23-25
Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover,
during the feast, many believed in His name,
observing His signs which He was doing. But
Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to
them, for He knew all men, and because He did
not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He
Himself knew what was in man.

Study Project
As you study the gospel accounts, take note of each time that Jesus
demonstrates that He “knew all men.”

Jesus and Nicodemus
John 3:1-21
Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; this man came to Jesus
by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do
these signs that You do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered and said to him, “TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO
YOU, UNLESS ONE IS BORN AGAIN HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF GOD.”
Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born, can he?” Jesus answered, “TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, UNLESS ONE IS BORN
OF WATER AND THE SPIRIT HE CANNOT ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD. THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE FLESH
IS FLESH, AND THAT WHICH IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT IS SPIRIT. DO NOT BE AMAZED THAT I SAID TO YOU, ‘YOU
MUST BE BORN AGAIN.’ THE WIND BLOWS WHERE IT WISHES AND YOU HEAR THE SOUND OF IT, BUT DO NOT
KNOW WHERE IT COMES FROM AND WHERE IT IS GOING; SO IS EVERYONE WHO IS BORN OF THE SPIRIT.”
Nicodemus said to Him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered and said to him, “ARE YOU THE
TEACHER OF ISRAEL AND DO NOT UNDERSTAND THESE THINGS? TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, WE SPEAK OF
WHAT WE KNOW AND TESTIFY OF WHAT WE HAVE SEEN, AND YOU DO NOT ACCEPT OUR TESTIMONY. IF I TOLD
YOU EARTHLY THINGS AND YOU DO NOT BELIEVE, HOW WILL YOU BELIEVE IF I TELL YOU HEAVENLY THINGS? NO
ONE HAS ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, BUT HE WHO DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN: THE SON OF MAN. AS MOSES
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LIFTED UP THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS, EVEN SO MUST THE
WHOEVER BELIEVES WILL IN HIM HAVE ETERNAL LIFE.”

SON OF MAN BE LIFTED UP; SO THAT

“FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, THAT WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM
SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. FOR GOD DID NOT SEND THE SON INTO THE WORLD TO JUDGE
THE WORLD, BUT THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BE SAVED THROUGH HIM. HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM IS NOT JUDGED;
HE WHO DOES NOT BELIEVE HAS BEEN JUDGED ALREADY, BECAUSE HE HAS NOT BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF THE
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD. THIS IS THE JUDGMENT, THAT THE LIGHT HAS COME INTO THE WORLD, AND MEN
LOVED THE DARKNESS RATHER THAN THE LIGHT, FOR THEIR DEEDS WERE EVIL. FOR EVERYONE WHO DOES EVIL
HATES THE LIGHT, AND DOES NOT COME TO THE LIGHT FOR FEAR THAT HIS DEEDS WILL BE EXPOSED. BUT HE
WHO PRACTICES THE TRUTH COMES TO THE LIGHT, SO THAT HIS DEEDS MAY BE MANIFESTED AS HAVING BEEN
WROUGHT IN GOD.”
Lesson Notes

Break down John 3:16 by each word:
“That”

“For”

“Whoever”

“God”

“Believes”
“So”

“Loved”

“In Him”

“The World”

“Should Not Perish”

“But”
“That”

“Have”
“He Gave”

“Eternal Life”
“His Only Begotten Son”
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“He Must Increase”
John 3:22-36; 4:2
After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He was spending time
with them and baptizing (although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples were). John also
was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and people were coming and
were being baptized— for John had not yet been thrown into prison.
Therefore there arose a discussion on the part of John’s disciples with a Jew about purification. And they
came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have
testified, behold, He is baptizing and all are coming to Him.” John answered and said, “A man can
receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I
am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent ahead of
Him.’ He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but
Life Application
the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and
Consider your priorities. Are there aspects of your life that need to
hears him, rejoices greatly because of the
decrease so that Jesus can increase in your life? How can you
bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of mine has been
make needed changes to decrease those aspects?
made full. He must increase, but I must decrease.”
“He who comes from above is above all, he who is
of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the
earth. He who comes from heaven is above all.
What He has seen and heard, of that He testifies;
and no one receives His testimony. He who has
received His testimony has set his seal to this, that
God is true. For He whom God has sent speaks
the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without
measure. The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand. He who believes in the Son
has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

John is Taken Into Custody and Jesus Goes to Galilee
Matthew 4:12; Mark 1:14; Luke 3:19-20; 4:14; John 4:1-4
But when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and
because of all the wicked things which Herod had done, Herod also added this to them all: he locked
John up in prison.
Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more
disciples than John and Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee in
the power of the Spirit preaching the Gospel of God and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand; repent and believe the gospel.” And news about Him spread through all the surrounding
district.
When He left Judea, He went into Galilee through Samaria.

The Samaritan Woman
John 4:5-42
So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph; and Jacob’s well was there. So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by the
well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “GIVE
ME A DRINK.” For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. Therefore the Samaritan woman
said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?” (For
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Jesus Goes Through Samaria
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus
answered and said to her, “IF YOU KNEW THE GIFT
OF GOD, AND WHO IT IS WHO SAYS TO YOU, ‘GIVE
ME A DRINK,’ YOU WOULD HAVE ASKED HIM, AND HE
WOULD HAVE GIVEN YOU LIVING WATER.” She said
to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with and
the well is deep; where then do You get that living
water? You are not greater than our father Jacob,
are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it
himself and his sons and his cattle?” Jesus
answered and said to her, “EVERYONE WHO
DRINKS OF THIS WATER WILL THIRST AGAIN; BUT
WHOEVER DRINKS OF THE WATER THAT I WILL GIVE
HIM SHALL NEVER THIRST; BUT THE WATER THAT I

The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water,
so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to
draw.” He said to her, “GO, CALL YOUR HUSBAND
AND COME HERE.” The woman answered and
said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “YOU
HAVE CORRECTLY SAID, ‘I HAVE NO HUSBAND’; FOR
YOU HAVE HAD FIVE HUSBANDS, AND THE ONE WHOM
YOU NOW HAVE IS NOT YOUR HUSBAND; THIS YOU
HAVE SAID TRULY.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, I
perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers
worshiped in this mountain, and you people say
that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to
worship.” Jesus said to her, “WOMAN, BELIEVE
ME, AN HOUR IS COMING WHEN NEITHER IN THIS
MOUNTAIN NOR IN JERUSALEM WILL YOU WORSHIP
THE FATHER. YOU WORSHIP WHAT YOU DO NOT
KNOW; WE WORSHIP WHAT WE KNOW, FOR
SALVATION IS FROM THE JEWS. BUT AN HOUR IS
COMING, AND NOW IS, WHEN THE TRUE WORSHIPERS
WILL WORSHIP THE FATHER IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH;
FOR SUCH PEOPLE THE FATHER SEEKS TO BE HIS
WORSHIPERS. GOD IS SPIRIT, AND THOSE WHO
WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH.”
THE WOMAN SAID TO HIM, “I KNOW THAT MESSIAH IS
COMING (HE WHO IS CALLED CHRIST); WHEN THAT
ONE COMES, HE WILL DECLARE ALL THINGS TO US.”
JESUS SAID TO HER, “I WHO SPEAK TO YOU AM HE.”
At this point His disciples came, and they were
amazed that He had been speaking with a
woman, yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or,
“Why do You speak with her?” So the woman left
her waterpot, and went into the city and said to the
men, “Come, see a man who told me all the things
that I have done; this is not the Christ, is it?” They
went out of the city, and were coming to Him.

60 Miles

WILL GIVE HIM WILL BECOME IN HIM A WELL OF
WATER SPRINGING UP TO ETERNAL LIFE.”

Sychar
Woman at the Well

Lesson Notes

What was the debate concerning worship that the Samaritan
woman asked Jesus about?

What does it mean to worship in “spirit and truth”?

Meanwhile the disciples were urging Him, saying,
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“Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I HAVE FOOD TO EAT THAT YOU DO NOT KNOW ABOUT.” So the disciples
were saying to one another, “No one brought Him anything to eat, did he?” Jesus said to them, “MY FOOD
IS TO DO THE WILL OF HIM WHO SENT ME AND TO ACCOMPLISH HIS WORK. DO YOU NOT SAY, ‘THERE ARE YET
FOUR MONTHS, AND THEN COMES THE HARVEST’? BEHOLD, I SAY TO YOU, LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND LOOK ON THE
FIELDS, THAT THEY ARE WHITE FOR HARVEST. ALREADY HE WHO REAPS IS RECEIVING WAGES AND IS GATHERING
FRUIT FOR LIFE ETERNAL; SO THAT HE WHO SOWS AND HE WHO REAPS MAY REJOICE TOGETHER. FOR IN THIS
CASE THE SAYING IS TRUE, ‘ONE SOWS AND ANOTHER REAPS.’ I SENT YOU TO REAP THAT FOR WHICH YOU HAVE
NOT LABORED; OTHERS HAVE LABORED AND YOU HAVE ENTERED INTO THEIR LABOR.”
From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified,
“He told me all the things that I have done.” So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they were asking
Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. Many more believed because of His word; and
they were saying to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have
heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.”

Mount Precipice - Nazareth

Pictorial Library of the Bible Lands, Revised Edition

Jesus is Rejected in Nazareth
Luke 4:14-30; John 4:43-45
After the two days He went forth from there into Galilee. For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no
honor in his own country. So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the
things that He did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they themselves also went to the feast
And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all.
And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the
synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him.
And He opened the book and found the place where it was written,
“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME,
BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE
GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO
PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND
RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET
FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, TO

Lesson Notes

What Jewish event is the reading from Isaiah referencing?

PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE
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LORD.”
And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “TODAY THIS SCRIPTURE HAS BEEN FULFILLED IN YOUR
HEARING.” And all were speaking well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which were falling
from His lips; and they were saying, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” And He said to them, “NO DOUBT YOU WILL
QUOTE THIS PROVERB TO ME, ‘PHYSICIAN, HEAL YOURSELF! WHATEVER WE HEARD WAS DONE AT CAPERNAUM,
DO HERE IN YOUR HOMETOWN AS WELL.’ ” And He said, “TRULY I SAY TO YOU, NO PROPHET IS WELCOME IN HIS
HOMETOWN. BUT I SAY TO YOU IN TRUTH, THERE WERE MANY WIDOWS IN ISRAEL IN THE DAYS OF ELIJAH, WHEN
THE SKY WAS SHUT UP FOR THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS, WHEN A GREAT FAMINE CAME OVER ALL THE LAND;
AND YET ELIJAH WAS SENT TO NONE OF THEM, BUT ONLY TO ZAREPHATH, IN THE LAND OF SIDON, TO A WOMAN
WHO WAS A WIDOW. AND THERE WERE MANY LEPERS IN ISRAEL IN THE TIME OF ELISHA THE PROPHET; AND
NONE OF THEM WAS CLEANSED, BUT ONLY NAAMAN THE SYRIAN.” And all the people in the synagogue were
filled with rage as they heard these things; and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to
the brow of the hill on which their city had been built, in order to throw Him down the cliff. But passing
through their midst, He went His way.

The Healing of the Royal Official’s Son in Cana
Matthew 4:13; John 4:46-54
Leaving Nazareth, He came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was
a royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into
Galilee, he went to Him and was imploring Him to come down and heal his son; for he was at the point of
death. So Jesus said to him, “UNLESS YOU PEOPLE SEE SIGNS AND WONDERS, YOU SIMPLY WILL NOT
BELIEVE.” The royal official said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus said to him, “GO;
YOUR SON LIVES.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started off. As he was now
going down, his slaves met him, saying that his son was living. So he inquired of them the hour when he
began to get better. Then they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” So the
father knew that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to him, “YOUR SON LIVES”; and he himself believed
and his whole household. This is again a second sign that Jesus performed when He had come out of
Judea into Galilee.

Jesus Settles in Capernaum
Matthew 4:13-17; Luke 4:31

Capernaum from the Sea of Galilee

He came down and settled in
Capernaum, a city of Galilee, which
is by the sea, in the region of
Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to
fulfill what was spoken through
Isaiah the prophet:
“The land of Zebulun and
the land of Naphtali, By the
way of the sea, beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles—The people who
Pictorial Library of the Bible Lands, Revised Edition
were sitting in darkness
saw a great Light, And those
who were sitting in the land and shadow of death, Upon them a Light dawned.”
From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND.”
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Jesus Preaches in Galilee
Matthew 4:23-25
Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people.
The news about Him spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those suffering
with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them. Large crowds
followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan.

The Great Catch and the Call of Peter, Andrew, James, & John
Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11
Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee,
the crowd was pressing around Him and listening
to the word of God, He was standing by the lake
of Gennesaret; and He saw two boats lying at the
edge of the lake; but the fishermen, two brothers,
Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, had gotten out of them and were washing
their nets by casting them in the sea. And He got
into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and
asked him to put out a little way from the land. And
He sat down and began teaching the people from
the boat. When He had finished speaking, He
said to Simon, “PUT OUT INTO THE DEEP WATER AND
LET DOWN YOUR NETS FOR A CATCH.” Simon
answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all
night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say
and let down the nets.” When they had done this,
they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their
nets began to break; so they signaled to their
partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so
that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus’ feet, saying, “Go away
from me Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of
the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “DO NOT FEAR, FROM NOW ON YOU WILL BE CATCHING MEN.”
When they had brought their boats to land, He said to Peter and Andrew, “FOLLOW ME, AND I WILL MAKE
YOU BECOME FISHERS OF MEN.” Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.
Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the
boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. Immediately He called them; and they left Zebedee in
the boat with the hired servants, and went away leaving everything and followed Him.

Jesus Casts Out a Demon in the Synagogue of Capernaum
Luke 4:31-37; Mark 1:23-28
They went into Capernaum; and He was teaching them on the Sabbath; and they were amazed at His
teaching, for His message was with authority, not as the scribes. Just then in the synagogue there was a
man possessed by the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, “Let us alone! What
business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You
are—the Holy One of God!” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “BE QUIET AND COME OUT OF HIM!” And when
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the demon had thrown him down into convulsions in the midst of the people, he came out of him without
doing him any harm. And amazement came upon them all, and they began talking and debating with one
another saying, “What is this message? A new teaching with authority! For with authority and power He
commands the unclean spirits and they obey Him and come out.” Immediately the report about Him was
spreading into every locality in the surrounding district of Galilee.

Jesus Heals Peter’s Mother-in-Law and Others
Matthew 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-34; Luke 4:38-41
And immediately after they came out of the
synagogue, they came into the house of Simon
and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s
mother-in-law was lying sick in bed suffering from
a high fever, and they immediately asked Him to
help her. And standing over her, He raised her up,
taking her by the hand, and rebuked the fever, and
it left her; and she immediately got up and waited
on them.

1st Century Houses in Capernaum

While the sun was setting and when evening
came, all those who had any who were sick with
various diseases brought them to Him; and laying
His hands on each one of them, He was healing
them. They brought to Him many who were demon
possessed; and He cast out the spirits. And the
Pictorial Library of the Bible Lands, Revised Edition
whole city had gathered at the door. Demons also
were coming out of many, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But rebuking them, He would not allow
them to speak, because they knew Him to be the Christ.
This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “He Himself took our infirmities and carried
away our diseases.”

Jesus Leaves Capernaum
Mark 1:35-39; Luke 4:42-44
In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus
got up, left the house, and went away to a
secluded place, and was praying there.

Lesson Notes

Consider the chaos around Jesus - ask yourself, what would I do to
get a sick loved one to someone that could completely heal them?

Simon and his companions searched for Him; they
found Him, and said to Him, “Everyone is looking
for You.” He said to them, “LET US GO SOMEWHERE
ELSE TO THE TOWNS NEARBY, SO THAT I MAY PREACH
THERE ALSO; FOR THAT IS WHAT I CAME FOR.”
The crowds were searching for Him, and came to
Him and tried to keep Him from going away from
them. But He said to them, “I MUST PREACH THE
KINGDOM OF GOD TO THE OTHER CITIES ALSO, FOR I WAS SENT FOR THIS PURPOSE.”
And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee and Judea, preaching and casting out the
demons.
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The Healing of the Paralytic
Matthew 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:15-26
Getting into a boat, when Jesus crossed over the sea and came to His own city of Capernaum several
days afterward, it was heard that He was at home. But the news about Him was spreading even farther,
and large crowds were gathering to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. But Jesus Himself
would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. One day He was teaching; many were gathered
together, so that there was no longer room, not even near the door; and He was speaking the word to
them. Some Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee
and Judea and from Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing.
And four men were carrying on a bed a man who was paralyzed; and they were trying to bring him in and
to set him down in front of Him.
But not finding any way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and they removed
the roof above Him; and when they had dug an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic
was lying. And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, “TAKE COURAGE SON, FRIEND YOUR SINS ARE
FORGIVEN.” But some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, saying to
themselves, “Who is this man and why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can
forgive sins but God alone?” Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way
within themselves, answered and said to them, “WHY ARE YOU REASONING ABOUT THESE THINGS IN YOUR
HEARTS? WHICH IS EASIER, TO SAY TO THE PARALYTIC, ‘YOUR SINS ARE FORGIVEN’; OR TO SAY, ‘GET UP, AND
PICK UP YOUR PALLET AND WALK’? BUT SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT THE SON OF MAN HAS AUTHORITY ON
EARTH TO FORGIVE SINS”—He said to the paralytic, “I SAY TO YOU, GET UP, PICK UP YOUR PALLET AND GO
HOME.” And he got up and immediately picked up the pallet and went home in the sight of everyone
glorifying God. They were all amazed and struck with astonishment and were glorifying God who had
given such authority to men, saying, “We have never seen anything like this. We have seen remarkable
things today.”

The Call of Matthew
Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-14; Luke 5:27-32
After that He went out again by the seashore; and all the people were coming to Him, and He was
teaching them. As He passed by, He noticed a tax collector named Levi, the son of Alphaeus, called
Matthew, sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, “FOLLOW ME.” And he got up and left everything
behind, and began to follow Him.

Jesus Attends the Passover Feast (2);
Healing at Bethesda on the Sabbath
John 5:1-9
After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five
porticoes. In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered, waiting for the
moving of the waters; for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool and stirred up
the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well from whatever
disease with which he was afflicted. A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus
saw him lying there, and knew that he had already been a long time in that condition, He said to him, “DO
YOU WISH TO GET WELL?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when
the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “GET
UP, PICK UP YOUR PALLET AND WALK.” Immediately the man became well, and picked up his pallet and
began to walk. Now it was the Sabbath on that day.
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Jews Attack Jesus for Healing on the Sabbath
John 5:10-18

Pool of Bethesda Model

So the Jews were saying to the man who was
cured, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not permissible
for you to carry your pallet.” But he answered
them, “He who made me well was the one who
said to me, ‘PICK UP YOUR PALLET AND WALK.’ ”
They asked him, “Who is the man who said to
you, ‘PICK UP YOUR PALLET AND WALK’?” But the
man who was healed did not know who it was, for
Pictorial Library of the Bible Lands, Revised Edition

Jesus
had slipped
away while
there was a
crowd in that
place.
Afterward Jesus
found him in the
temple and said to him,
“BEHOLD, YOU HAVE BECOME WELL; DO NOT SIN
ANYMORE, SO THAT NOTHING WORSE HAPPENS TO YOU.” The
man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had
made him well. For this reason the Jews were persecuting
Graphic by Karbel Multimedia, Copyright 2009 Logos Bible Software
Jesus, because He was doing these things on the Sabbath. But He
answered them, “MY FATHER IS WORKING UNTIL NOW, AND I MYSELF AM WORKING.” For this reason
therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath,
but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.

The Resurrections
John 5:19-29
Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, THE SON CAN DO
NOTHING OF HIMSELF, UNLESS IT IS SOMETHING HE SEES THE FATHER DOING; FOR WHATEVER THE FATHER
DOES, THESE THINGS THE SON ALSO DOES IN LIKE MANNER. FOR THE FATHER LOVES THE SON, AND SHOWS HIM
ALL THINGS THAT HE HIMSELF IS DOING; AND THE FATHER WILL SHOW HIM GREATER WORKS THAN THESE, SO
THAT YOU WILL MARVEL. FOR JUST AS THE FATHER RAISES THE DEAD AND GIVES THEM LIFE, EVEN SO THE SON
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ALSO GIVES LIFE TO WHOM HE WISHES. FOR NOT EVEN THE FATHER JUDGES ANYONE, BUT HE HAS GIVEN ALL
JUDGMENT TO THE SON, SO THAT ALL WILL HONOR THE SON EVEN AS THEY HONOR THE FATHER. HE WHO DOES
NOT HONOR THE SON DOES NOT HONOR THE FATHER WHO SENT HIM.”

“TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO YOU, HE WHO HEARS MY WORD, AND BELIEVES HIM WHO SENT ME, HAS ETERNAL LIFE,
AND DOES NOT COME INTO JUDGMENT, BUT HAS PASSED OUT OF DEATH INTO LIFE. TRULY, TRULY, I SAY TO YOU,
AN HOUR IS COMING AND NOW IS, WHEN THE DEAD WILL HEAR THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD, AND THOSE
WHO HEAR WILL LIVE. FOR JUST AS THE FATHER HAS LIFE IN HIMSELF, EVEN SO HE GAVE TO THE SON ALSO TO
HAVE LIFE IN HIMSELF; AND HE GAVE HIM AUTHORITY TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT, BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF
MAN. DO NOT MARVEL AT THIS; FOR AN HOUR IS COMING, IN WHICH ALL WHO ARE IN THE TOMBS WILL HEAR HIS
VOICE, AND WILL COME FORTH; THOSE WHO DID THE GOOD DEEDS TO A RESURRECTION OF LIFE, THOSE WHO
COMMITTED THE EVIL DEEDS TO A RESURRECTION OF JUDGMENT.”

The Witnesses of Jesus
John 5:30-47

Lesson Notes

List and describe the witnesses of Jesus:

“I CAN DO NOTHING ON MY OWN INITIATIVE. AS I
HEAR, I JUDGE; AND MY JUDGMENT IS JUST, BECAUSE
I DO NOT SEEK MY OWN WILL, BUT THE WILL OF HIM
WHO SENT ME.
IF I ALONE TESTIFY ABOUT MYSELF, MY TESTIMONY
IS NOT TRUE. THERE IS ANOTHER WHO TESTIFIES OF
ME, AND I KNOW THAT THE TESTIMONY WHICH HE
GIVES ABOUT ME IS TRUE. YOU HAVE SENT TO JOHN,
AND HE HAS TESTIFIED TO THE TRUTH. BUT THE
TESTIMONY WHICH I RECEIVE IS NOT FROM MAN, BUT
I SAY THESE THINGS SO THAT YOU MAY BE SAVED.
HE WAS THE LAMP THAT WAS BURNING AND WAS
SHINING AND YOU WERE WILLING TO REJOICE FOR A
WHILE IN HIS LIGHT. BUT THE TESTIMONY WHICH I
HAVE IS GREATER THAN THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN;
FOR THE WORKS WHICH THE FATHER HAS GIVEN ME
TO ACCOMPLISH—THE VERY WORKS THAT I DO—
TESTIFY ABOUT ME, THAT THE FATHER HAS SENT ME.
AND THE FATHER WHO SENT ME, HE HAS TESTIFIED
OF ME. YOU HAVE NEITHER HEARD HIS VOICE AT ANY
TIME NOR SEEN HIS FORM. YOU DO NOT HAVE HIS
WORD ABIDING IN YOU, FOR YOU DO NOT BELIEVE HIM
WHOM HE SENT. YOU SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES
BECAUSE YOU THINK THAT IN THEM YOU HAVE
ETERNAL LIFE; IT IS THESE THAT TESTIFY ABOUT ME;
AND YOU ARE UNWILLING TO COME TO ME SO THAT
YOU MAY HAVE LIFE. I DO NOT RECEIVE GLORY FROM
MEN; BUT I KNOW YOU, THAT YOU DO NOT HAVE THE
LOVE OF GOD IN YOURSELVES. I HAVE COME IN MY
FATHER’S NAME, AND YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ME; IF
ANOTHER COMES IN HIS OWN NAME, YOU WILL
RECEIVE HIM. HOW CAN YOU BELIEVE, WHEN YOU
RECEIVE GLORY FROM ONE ANOTHER AND YOU DO
NOT SEEK THE GLORY THAT IS FROM THE ONE AND
ONLY GOD? DO NOT THINK THAT I WILL ACCUSE YOU BEFORE THE FATHER; THE ONE WHO ACCUSES YOU IS
MOSES, IN WHOM YOU HAVE SET YOUR HOPE. FOR IF YOU BELIEVED MOSES, YOU WOULD BELIEVE ME, FOR HE
WROTE ABOUT ME. BUT IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE HIS WRITINGS, HOW WILL YOU BELIEVE MY WORDS?”
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Plucking Grain on the Sabbath
Matthew 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5
Now it happened that He was passing through some grainfields on a Sabbath; and His disciples became
hungry and were picking the heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands, and eating the grain. But some
of the Pharisees said to Him, “Look, Your disciples do what is not lawful to do on a Sabbath. Why do you
do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” And Jesus answering them said, “HAVE YOU NOT EVEN READ WHAT
DAVID AND HIS COMPANIONS DID WHEN HE WAS IN NEED AND HUNGRY, HE AND THOSE WHO WERE WITH HIM,
HOW HE ENTERED THE HOUSE OF GOD IN THE TIME OF ABIATHAR, THE HIGH PRIEST, AND TOOK AND ATE THE
CONSECRATED BREAD WHICH IS NOT LAWFUL FOR ANY TO EAT EXCEPT THE PRIESTS ALONE, AND GAVE IT TO HIS
COMPANIONS?”
Lesson Notes

“OR HAVE YOU NOT READ IN THE LAW, THAT ON THE
SABBATH THE PRIESTS IN THE TEMPLE BREAK THE
SABBATH AND ARE INNOCENT? BUT I SAY TO YOU
THAT SOMETHING GREATER THAN THE TEMPLE IS
HERE. BUT IF YOU HAD KNOWN WHAT THIS MEANS,
DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT A SACRIFICE,’ YOU
WOULD NOT HAVE CONDEMNED THE INNOCENT.”

Throughout this ongoing battle over the Sabbath Day, what was
Jesus trying to demonstrate?

‘I

Jesus said to them, “THE SABBATH WAS MADE FOR
MAN, AND NOT MAN FOR THE SABBATH.”
“FOR THE SON OF MAN IS LORD OF THE SABBATH.”

Healing a Withered Hand on the
Sabbath
Matthew 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11
Departing from there, He entered their synagogue
and was teaching; and there was a man there
whose right hand was withered. The scribes and
the Pharisees were watching Him closely to see if
He healed on the Sabbath, so that they might find
reason to accuse Him. And they questioned
Jesus, asking, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”
But He knew what they were thinking, and He said to the man with the withered hand, “GET UP AND COME
FORWARD!” And he got up and came forward. And Jesus said to them, “I ASK YOU, IS IT LAWFUL TO DO
GOOD OR TO DO HARM ON THE SABBATH, TO SAVE A LIFE OR TO DESTROY IT?” But they kept silent. He said to
them, “WHAT MAN IS THERE AMONG YOU WHO HAS A SHEEP, AND IF IT FALLS INTO A PIT ON THE SABBATH, WILL
HE NOT TAKE HOLD OF IT AND LIFT IT OUT? HOW MUCH MORE VALUABLE THEN IS A MAN THAN A SHEEP! SO
THEN, IT IS LAWFUL TO DO GOOD ON THE SABBATH.” After looking around at them all with anger, grieved at
their hardness of heart, He said to the man, “STRETCH OUT YOUR HAND!” And he did so; and his hand was
restored to normal like the other. But the Pharisees were filled with rage, and immediately conspired
together with the Herodians against Him what they might do to Jesus, as to how they might destroy Him.

Jesus Withdraws and Heals Many
Matthew 12:15-21; Mark 3:7-12;
But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there to the sea with His disciples. A great multitude followed Him
from Galilee and from Judea, and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and beyond the Jordan, and the
vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great number of people heard of all that He was doing and came to Him. He
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healed them all with the result that all those who had afflictions pressed around Him in order to touch Him
and He warned them not to tell who He was. Whenever the unclean spirits saw Him, they would fall down
before Him and shout, “You are the Son of God!” And He earnestly warned them not to tell who He was.
This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:
“Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased;
I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles. He will not
quarrel, nor cry out; Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. A battered reed He will
not break off, And a smoldering wick He will not put out, Until He leads justice to victory.
And in His name the Gentiles will hope.”
And He told His disciples that a boat should stand ready for Him because of the crowd, so that they would
not crowd Him; for He had healed many.

Choosing the Twelve
Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16
It was at this time that He went off to the mountain
to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to
God. And when day came, He called His disciples
to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also
named as apostles. He appointed them, so that
they would be with Him and that He could send
them out to preach, and to have authority to cast
out the demons.

Life Application
Consider how often you have spent a large amount of time in
prayer. Download the “Spend More Time in Prayer” PDF from the
class page on the website and use it to enhance your prayer life
with God. Ask Nathan if you need a hard copy.

The first, Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James, the
son of Zebedee, and John his brother (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which
means “Sons of Thunder”); and Philip and Bartholomew; and Matthew and Thomas;
James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot; Judas the son of
James also called Thaddaeus, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5-7; Luke 6:17-49
Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place; and there was a large crowd of His disciples, and
a great throng of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon, who had
come to hear Him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits
were being cured. And all the people were trying to touch Him, for power was coming from Him and
healing them all.
When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to
Him.
And turning His gaze toward His disciples, He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying,
“BLESSED ARE YOU WHO ARE NOW POOR IN SPIRIT, FOR YOURS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.”
“BLESSED ARE YOU WHO WEEP AND MOURN NOW, FOR YOU SHALL LAUGH AND BE
COMFORTED.”
“BLESSED ARE THE GENTLE, FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH.”
“BLESSED ARE YOU WHO HUNGER NOW AND THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR YOU SHALL BE
SATISFIED.”
“BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL, FOR THEY SHALL RECEIVE MERCY.”
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“BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR
THEY SHALL SEE GOD.”

Lesson Notes
Describe how the “Beatitudes” build the picture of the mature
disciple of Jesus:

“BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, FOR
THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF GOD.”
“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
PERSECUTED FOR THE SAKE OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, FOR THEIRS IS THE
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.”

“BLESSED ARE YOU WHEN PEOPLE INSULT
YOU, HATE YOU, OSTRACIZE YOU, AND
PERSECUTE YOU, SCORN YOUR NAME AS
EVIL, AND FALSELY SAY ALL KINDS OF EVIL
AGAINST YOU BECAUSE OF ME. “REJOICE
AND BE GLAD IN THAT DAY AND LEAP FOR
JOY, FOR BEHOLD YOUR REWARD IN HEAVEN
IS GREAT; FOR IN THE SAME WAY THEIR
FATHERS PERSECUTED THE PROPHETS WHO
WERE BEFORE YOU.”

“BUT WOE TO YOU WHO ARE RICH, FOR YOU
ARE RECEIVING YOUR COMFORT IN FULL.
WOE TO YOU WHO ARE WELL-FED NOW, FOR
YOU SHALL BE HUNGRY. WOE TO YOU WHO
LAUGH NOW, FOR YOU SHALL MOURN AND
WEEP. WOE TO YOU WHEN ALL MEN SPEAK
WELL OF YOU, FOR THEIR FATHERS USED TO
TREAT THE FALSE PROPHETS IN THE SAME
WAY.”

“YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH; BUT IF THE SALT
HAS BECOME TASTELESS, HOW CAN IT BE MADE SALTY
AGAIN? IT IS NO LONGER GOOD FOR ANYTHING,

Lesson Notes

What aspects of “salt” could be considered when determining what
Jesus meant when He called us “the salt of the earth”?

EXCEPT TO BE THROWN OUT AND TRAMPLED UNDER
FOOT BY MEN.”

“YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. A CITY SET ON
A HILL CANNOT BE HIDDEN; NOR DOES ANYONE LIGHT
A LAMP AND PUT IT UNDER A BASKET, BUT ON THE
LAMPSTAND, AND IT GIVES LIGHT TO ALL WHO ARE IN
THE HOUSE. LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN IN
SUCH A WAY THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR GOOD
WORKS, AND GLORIFY YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN
HEAVEN.”

“DO NOT THINK THAT I CAME TO ABOLISH THE LAW OR
Life Application
THE PROPHETS; I DID NOT COME TO ABOLISH BUT TO
Is your Christianity naturally seen. Are you a city on a hill that
FULFILL. FOR TRULY I SAY TO YOU, UNTIL HEAVEN
cannot be hid? Is your light hidden or shining bright? How can you
personally be better as the “light of the world?”
AND EARTH PASS AWAY, NOT THE SMALLEST LETTER
OR STROKE SHALL PASS FROM THE LAW UNTIL ALL IS
ACCOMPLISHED. WHOEVER THEN ANNULS ONE OF
THE LEAST OF THESE COMMANDMENTS, AND TEACHES OTHERS TO DO THE SAME, SHALL BE CALLED LEAST IN
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN; BUT WHOEVER KEEPS AND TEACHES THEM, HE SHALL BE CALLED GREAT IN THE
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.”
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“FOR I SAY TO YOU THAT UNLESS YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS SURPASSES THAT OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES,
YOU WILL NOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.”
“YOU HAVE HEARD THAT THE ANCIENTS WERE TOLD, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ AND ‘WHOEVER
COMMITS MURDER SHALL BE LIABLE TO THE COURT.’ BUT I SAY TO YOU THAT EVERYONE WHO IS ANGRY WITH
HIS BROTHER SHALL BE GUILTY BEFORE THE COURT; AND WHOEVER SAYS TO HIS BROTHER, ‘YOU GOOD-FORNOTHING,’ SHALL BE GUILTY BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT; AND WHOEVER SAYS, ‘YOU FOOL,’ SHALL BE GUILTY
ENOUGH TO GO INTO THE FIERY HELL. THEREFORE IF
YOU ARE PRESENTING YOUR OFFERING AT THE ALTAR,
AND THERE REMEMBER THAT YOUR BROTHER HAS
Life Application
Have you endeavored to fix broken relationships with your brethren
SOMETHING AGAINST YOU, LEAVE YOUR OFFERING
before you come to worship God?
THERE BEFORE THE ALTAR AND GO; FIRST BE
RECONCILED TO YOUR BROTHER, AND THEN COME
AND PRESENT YOUR OFFERING. MAKE FRIENDS
QUICKLY WITH YOUR OPPONENT AT LAW WHILE YOU ARE WITH HIM ON THE WAY, SO THAT YOUR OPPONENT MAY
NOT HAND YOU OVER TO THE JUDGE, AND THE JUDGE TO THE OFFICER, AND YOU BE THROWN INTO PRISON.
TRULY I SAY TO YOU, YOU WILL NOT COME OUT OF THERE UNTIL YOU HAVE PAID UP THE LAST CENT.”
“YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; BUT I SAY TO YOU THAT EVERYONE
WHO LOOKS AT A WOMAN WITH LUST FOR HER HAS ALREADY COMMITTED ADULTERY WITH HER IN HIS HEART. IF
YOUR RIGHT EYE MAKES YOU STUMBLE, TEAR IT OUT AND THROW IT FROM YOU; FOR IT IS BETTER FOR YOU TO
LOSE ONE OF THE PARTS OF YOUR BODY, THAN FOR
YOUR WHOLE BODY TO BE THROWN INTO HELL. IF
Life Application
YOUR RIGHT HAND MAKES YOU STUMBLE, CUT IT OFF
Have you removed (“cut off”) those things in your life that could lead
AND THROW IT FROM YOU; FOR IT IS BETTER FOR YOU
you to sin and being lost?
TO LOSE ONE OF THE PARTS OF YOUR BODY, THAN
FOR YOUR WHOLE BODY TO GO INTO HELL.”
“IT WAS SAID, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’; BUT I SAY TO
YOU THAT EVERYONE WHO DIVORCES HIS WIFE, EXCEPT FOR THE REASON OF UNCHASTITY, MAKES HER COMMIT
ADULTERY; AND WHOEVER MARRIES A DIVORCED WOMAN COMMITS ADULTERY.
“AGAIN, YOU HAVE HEARD THAT THE ANCIENTS WERE TOLD, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL
FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.’ BUT I SAY TO YOU, MAKE NO OATH AT ALL, EITHER BY HEAVEN, FOR IT IS
THE THRONE OF GOD, OR BY THE EARTH, FOR IT IS THE FOOTSTOOL OF HIS FEET, OR BY JERUSALEM, FOR IT IS
THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING. NOR SHALL YOU MAKE AN OATH BY YOUR HEAD, FOR YOU CANNOT MAKE ONE
HAIR WHITE OR BLACK. BUT LET YOUR STATEMENT BE, ‘YES, YES’ OR ‘NO, NO’; ANYTHING BEYOND THESE IS OF
EVIL.”
“YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.’ BUT I SAY TO YOU, DO
NOT RESIST AN EVIL PERSON; BUT WHOEVER SLAPS YOU ON YOUR RIGHT CHEEK, TURN THE OTHER TO HIM ALSO.
IF ANYONE WANTS TO SUE YOU AND TAKE YOUR SHIRT, LET HIM HAVE YOUR COAT ALSO. WHOEVER FORCES YOU
TO GO ONE MILE, GO WITH HIM TWO. GIVE TO EVERYONE WHO ASKS OF YOU, AND WHOEVER TAKES AWAY WHAT
IS YOURS, DO NOT DEMAND IT BACK, AND DO NOT TURN AWAY FROM HIM WHO WANTS TO BORROW FROM YOU.”
“YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID, ‘YOU SHALL
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AND HATE YOUR ENEMY.’ BUT I
Life Application
SAY TO YOU WHO HEAR, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, DO
How do you treat your “enemies”, does it conform to Jesus’ teaching
in this text?
GOOD TO THOSE WHO HATE YOU, BLESS THOSE WHO
CURSE YOU, AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE
YOU, SO THAT YOU MAY BE SONS OF YOUR FATHER
WHO IS IN HEAVEN; FOR HE CAUSES HIS SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND THE GOOD, AND SENDS RAIN ON THE
RIGHTEOUS AND THE UNRIGHTEOUS. FOR IF YOU LOVE THOSE WHO LOVE YOU, WHAT REWARD DO YOU HAVE?
DO NOT EVEN THE TAX COLLECTORS AND SINNERS DO THE SAME? IF YOU DO GOOD TO THOSE WHO DO GOOD
TO YOU, WHAT CREDIT IS THAT TO YOU? FOR EVEN SINNERS DO THE SAME. IF YOU LEND TO THOSE FROM
WHOM YOU EXPECT TO RECEIVE, WHAT CREDIT IS THAT TO YOU? EVEN SINNERS LEND TO SINNERS IN ORDER TO
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RECEIVE BACK THE SAME AMOUNT. IF YOU GREET ONLY YOUR BROTHERS, WHAT MORE ARE YOU DOING THAN
OTHERS? DO NOT EVEN THE GENTILES DO THE SAME? ”

“BUT LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, AND DO GOOD, AND LEND, EXPECTING NOTHING IN RETURN; AND YOUR REWARD WILL
BE GREAT, AND YOU WILL BE SONS OF THE MOST HIGH; FOR HE HIMSELF IS KIND TO UNGRATEFUL AND EVIL
MEN. THEREFORE YOU ARE TO BE PERFECT, AS YOUR
HEAVENLY FATHER IS PERFECT.”
Life Application
“BEWARE OF PRACTICING YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS
Are there aspects of your Christianity that you do simply to be seen
BEFORE MEN TO BE NOTICED BY THEM; OTHERWISE
doing it or to be praised for your actions? Do you get upset if
YOU HAVE NO REWARD WITH YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN
people do not acknowledge what you do as a Christian?
HEAVEN.”
“SO WHEN YOU GIVE TO THE POOR, DO NOT SOUND A
TRUMPET BEFORE YOU, AS THE HYPOCRITES DO IN THE SYNAGOGUES AND IN THE STREETS, SO THAT THEY MAY
BE HONORED BY MEN. TRULY I SAY TO YOU, THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD IN FULL. BUT WHEN YOU GIVE TO THE
POOR, DO NOT LET YOUR LEFT HAND KNOW WHAT YOUR RIGHT HAND IS DOING, SO THAT YOUR GIVING WILL BE IN
SECRET; AND YOUR FATHER WHO SEES WHAT IS DONE IN SECRET WILL REWARD YOU.
“WHEN YOU PRAY, YOU ARE NOT TO BE LIKE THE HYPOCRITES; FOR THEY LOVE TO STAND AND PRAY IN THE
SYNAGOGUES AND ON THE STREET CORNERS SO THAT THEY MAY BE SEEN BY MEN. TRULY I SAY TO YOU, THEY
HAVE THEIR REWARD IN FULL. BUT YOU, WHEN YOU PRAY, GO INTO YOUR INNER ROOM, CLOSE YOUR DOOR AND
PRAY TO YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN SECRET, AND YOUR FATHER WHO SEES WHAT IS DONE IN SECRET WILL
REWARD YOU.”
“AND WHEN YOU ARE PRAYING, DO NOT USE MEANINGLESS REPETITION AS THE GENTILES DO, FOR THEY
SUPPOSE THAT THEY WILL BE HEARD FOR THEIR MANY WORDS. SO DO NOT BE LIKE THEM; FOR YOUR FATHER
KNOWS WHAT YOU NEED BEFORE YOU ASK HIM.”
“PRAY, THEN, IN THIS WAY: ‘OUR FATHER WHO IS IN
HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME. YOUR KINGDOM
COME. YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN
HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD. AND
FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE ALSO HAVE
FORGIVEN OUR DEBTORS. AND DO NOT LEAD US INTO
TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR
YOURS IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE
GLORY FOREVER. AMEN.’ FOR IF YOU FORGIVE
OTHERS FOR THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS, YOUR
HEAVENLY FATHER WILL ALSO FORGIVE YOU. BUT IF
YOU DO NOT FORGIVE OTHERS, THEN YOUR FATHER
WILL NOT FORGIVE YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS.”

Lesson Notes

What are the aspects of this model prayer by our Lord?

“WHENEVER YOU FAST, DO NOT PUT ON A GLOOMY
FACE AS THE HYPOCRITES DO, FOR THEY NEGLECT THEIR APPEARANCE SO THAT THEY WILL BE NOTICED BY MEN
WHEN THEY ARE FASTING. TRULY I SAY TO YOU, THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD IN FULL. BUT YOU, WHEN YOU FAST,
ANOINT YOUR HEAD AND WASH YOUR FACE SO THAT YOUR FASTING WILL NOT BE NOTICED BY MEN, BUT BY YOUR
FATHER WHO IS IN SECRET; AND YOUR FATHER WHO SEES WHAT IS DONE IN SECRET WILL REWARD YOU.
“DO NOT STORE UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES ON
EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST DESTROY, AND
WHERE THIEVES BREAK IN AND STEAL. BUT STORE
UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES IN HEAVEN, WHERE
NEITHER MOTH NOR RUST DESTROYS, AND WHERE
THIEVES DO NOT BREAK IN OR STEAL; FOR WHERE
YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE
ALSO.”
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“THE EYE IS THE LAMP OF THE BODY; SO THEN IF YOUR EYE IS CLEAR, YOUR WHOLE BODY WILL BE FULL OF
LIGHT. BUT IF YOUR EYE IS BAD, YOUR WHOLE BODY WILL BE FULL OF DARKNESS. IF THEN THE LIGHT THAT IS IN
YOU IS DARKNESS, HOW GREAT IS THE DARKNESS!”
“NO ONE CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS; FOR EITHER HE WILL HATE THE ONE AND LOVE THE OTHER, OR HE WILL BE
DEVOTED TO ONE AND DESPISE THE OTHER. YOU CANNOT SERVE GOD AND WEALTH.”
“FOR THIS REASON I SAY TO YOU, DO NOT BE WORRIED ABOUT YOUR LIFE, AS TO WHAT YOU WILL EAT OR WHAT
YOU WILL DRINK; NOR FOR YOUR BODY, AS TO WHAT YOU WILL PUT ON. IS NOT LIFE MORE THAN FOOD, AND THE
BODY MORE THAN CLOTHING? LOOK AT THE BIRDS OF THE AIR, THAT THEY DO NOT SOW, NOR REAP NOR
GATHER INTO BARNS, AND YET YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER FEEDS THEM. ARE YOU NOT WORTH MUCH MORE THAN
THEY? AND WHO OF YOU BY BEING WORRIED CAN
ADD A SINGLE HOUR TO HIS LIFE? AND WHY ARE YOU
Life Application
WORRIED ABOUT CLOTHING? OBSERVE HOW THE
How often do you despair in this life instead of trusting God to care
LILIES OF THE FIELD GROW; THEY DO NOT TOIL NOR
for those who “seek first His kingdom and His righteousness”? Do
you seek Him first in all things?
DO THEY SPIN, YET I SAY TO YOU THAT NOT EVEN
SOLOMON IN ALL HIS GLORY CLOTHED HIMSELF LIKE
ONE OF THESE. BUT IF GOD SO CLOTHES THE GRASS
OF THE FIELD, WHICH IS ALIVE TODAY AND TOMORROW IS THROWN INTO THE FURNACE, WILL HE NOT MUCH
MORE CLOTHE YOU? YOU OF LITTLE FAITH! DO NOT WORRY THEN, SAYING, ‘WHAT WILL WE EAT?’ OR ‘WHAT
WILL WE DRINK?’ OR ‘WHAT WILL WE WEAR FOR CLOTHING?’ FOR THE GENTILES EAGERLY SEEK ALL THESE
THINGS; FOR YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER KNOWS THAT YOU NEED ALL THESE THINGS. BUT SEEK FIRST HIS
KINGDOM AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND ALL THESE THINGS WILL BE ADDED TO YOU.”
“SO DO NOT WORRY ABOUT TOMORROW; FOR TOMORROW WILL CARE FOR ITSELF. EACH DAY HAS ENOUGH
TROUBLE OF ITS OWN.”
“BE MERCIFUL, JUST AS YOUR FATHER IS MERCIFUL.”
“DO NOT JUDGE SO THAT YOU WILL NOT BE JUDGED;
AND DO NOT CONDEMN, AND YOU WILL NOT BE
CONDEMNED; PARDON, AND YOU WILL BE PARDONED.
FOR IN THE WAY YOU JUDGE, YOU WILL BE JUDGED;
GIVE, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU. THEY WILL
POUR INTO YOUR LAP A GOOD MEASURE—PRESSED
DOWN, SHAKEN TOGETHER, AND RUNNING OVER. FOR

Lesson Notes
Does this text say that we should not ever judge? Explain your
answer (consider the whole text left of this box).

BY YOUR STANDARD OF MEASURE IT WILL BE
MEASURED TO YOU IN RETURN.

“AND HE ALSO SPOKE A PARABLE TO THEM: “A BLIND
MAN CANNOT GUIDE A BLIND MAN, CAN HE? WILL
THEY NOT BOTH FALL INTO A PIT? A PUPIL IS NOT
ABOVE HIS TEACHER; BUT EVERYONE, AFTER HE HAS
BEEN FULLY TRAINED, WILL BE LIKE HIS TEACHER.”
WHY DO YOU LOOK AT THE SPECK THAT IS IN YOUR
BROTHER’S EYE, BUT DO NOT NOTICE THE LOG THAT
IS IN YOUR OWN EYE? OR HOW CAN YOU SAY TO
YOUR BROTHER, ‘LET ME TAKE THE SPECK OUT OF
YOUR EYE,’ AND BEHOLD, YOU DO NOT SEE THE LOG
IS IN YOUR OWN EYE? YOU HYPOCRITE, FIRST TAKE
THE LOG OUT OF YOUR OWN EYE, AND THEN YOU
WILL SEE CLEARLY TO TAKE THE SPECK OUT OF YOUR
BROTHER’S EYE.”

“DO NOT GIVE WHAT IS HOLY TO DOGS, AND DO NOT
THROW YOUR PEARLS BEFORE SWINE, OR THEY WILL TRAMPLE THEM UNDER THEIR FEET, AND TURN AND TEAR
YOU TO PIECES.”
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“ASK, AND IT WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU; SEEK, AND YOU
Life Application
WILL FIND; KNOCK, AND IT WILL BE OPENED TO YOU.
Do you pray from an absolute trust in the goodness of your
FOR EVERYONE WHO ASKS RECEIVES, AND HE WHO
Heavenly Father to care for you?
SEEKS FINDS, AND TO HIM WHO KNOCKS IT WILL BE
OPENED. OR WHAT MAN IS THERE AMONG YOU WHO,
WHEN HIS SON ASKS FOR A LOAF, WILL GIVE HIM A STONE? OR IF HE ASKS FOR A FISH, HE WILL NOT GIVE HIM A
SNAKE, WILL HE? IF YOU THEN, BEING EVIL, KNOW HOW TO GIVE GOOD GIFTS TO YOUR CHILDREN, HOW MUCH
MORE WILL YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN GIVE WHAT IS GOOD TO THOSE WHO ASK HIM!”
“IN EVERYTHING, THEREFORE, TREAT PEOPLE THE SAME WAY YOU WANT THEM TO TREAT YOU, FOR THIS IS THE
LAW AND THE PROPHETS.”
Lesson Notes
“ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE; FOR THE GATE
Does Jesus say Christianity is easy in this text? Explain.

IS WIDE AND THE WAY IS BROAD THAT LEADS TO
DESTRUCTION, AND THERE ARE MANY WHO ENTER
THROUGH IT. FOR THE GATE IS SMALL AND THE WAY
IS NARROW THAT LEADS TO LIFE, AND THERE ARE
FEW WHO FIND IT.”

“BEWARE OF THE FALSE PROPHETS, WHO COME TO YOU IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING, BUT INWARDLY ARE RAVENOUS
WOLVES. YOU WILL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS. GRAPES ARE NOT GATHERED FROM THORN BUSHES NOR
FIGS FROM THISTLES, ARE THEY? SO EVERY GOOD TREE BEARS GOOD FRUIT, BUT THE BAD TREE BEARS BAD
FRUIT. A GOOD TREE CANNOT PRODUCE BAD FRUIT, NOR CAN A BAD TREE PRODUCE GOOD FRUIT. EVERY TREE
THAT DOES NOT BEAR GOOD FRUIT IS CUT DOWN AND THROWN INTO THE FIRE. SO THEN, YOU WILL KNOW THEM
BY THEIR FRUITS. THE GOOD MAN OUT OF THE GOOD TREASURE OF HIS HEART BRINGS FORTH WHAT IS GOOD;
AND THE EVIL MAN OUT OF THE EVIL TREASURE BRINGS FORTH WHAT IS EVIL; FOR HIS MOUTH SPEAKS FROM
THAT WHICH FILLS HIS HEART.”
“NOT EVERYONE WHO SAYS TO ME, ‘LORD, LORD,’
WILL ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, BUT HE WHO
DOES THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN
WILL ENTER. MANY WILL SAY TO ME ON THAT DAY,
‘LORD, LORD, DID WE NOT PROPHESY IN YOUR NAME,
AND IN YOUR NAME CAST OUT DEMONS, AND IN YOUR
NAME PERFORM MANY MIRACLES?’ AND THEN I WILL
DECLARE TO THEM, ‘I NEVER KNEW YOU; DEPART
FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’”

Lesson Notes

Can a person come to church and be active in its works and still be
lost according to Jesus? Explain your answer.

“WHY DO YOU CALL ME, ‘LORD, LORD,’ AND DO NOT
DO WHAT I SAY?”
“THEREFORE EVERYONE WHO HEARS THESE WORDS
OF MINE AND ACTS ON THEM, MAY BE COMPARED TO A WISE MAN WHO BUILT HIS HOUSE WHO DUG DEEP AND
LAID A FOUNDATION ON THE ROCK. AND THE RAIN FELL, AND THE FLOODS CAME, AND THE WINDS BLEW AND
SLAMMED AGAINST THAT HOUSE; AND YET COULD NOT SHAKE IT AND IT DID NOT FALL, FOR IT HAD BEEN WELL
BUILT UPON ON THE ROCK. EVERYONE WHO HEARS THESE WORDS OF MINE AND DOES NOT ACT ON THEM, WILL
BE LIKE A FOOLISH MAN WHO BUILT HIS HOUSE ON THE SAND WITHOUT ANY FOUNDATION. THE RAIN FELL, AND
THE FLOODS CAME, AND THE WINDS BLEW AND SLAMMED AGAINST THAT HOUSE; AND IT IMMEDIATELY FELL—AND
GREAT WAS THE RUIN AND ITS FALL.”
When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching
them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.
Life Application

When you see Jesus’ description of His disciples, how do you measure up to that description? Take time to consider where you may need
to work harder and make a plan on how you can be successful in the effort.
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